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Lecture on EU-GCC cooperation held
Our Correspondent
lvluscat

The first series of the Sharaka

GCC lectures concluded re-

cently with a lecture in Oman.

Sharaka, a two-year project

being implemented by a con-
sortium led by ltalian non-profit
organisation lstituto Affari ln-
ternazionale (lAl), explores

ways to enhance understanding

and cooperation between the
EU and GCC. The project is di-
vided into outreach activities,
training activities and research

activities.

The lectures, part of the out-
reach activities. were held in

Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Oman

between November 18 and 21.

They addressed EU's ongoing

institutional transformation and

Dr Ettore Greco

its implications on international
relations,

The Oman event started with

a welcome speech by Dr And-
reas P Kouzoupis, charge d'af-
faires at the Embassy of Cyprus

in Oman, and was followed by a

lecture by Dr Ettore Greco, di-
rector, lAl, about EU institutions
and its decision-making
processes after the commence-

ment of the Lisbon Treaty.

Expressing his faith in the
Sharaka lectures, Dr Greco

said, "lt is a forum to discuss

common concerns and inter-
ests, and will hopefully lead to
more cooperation, as well as a

joint action programme bet-
ween GCC and EU."

Dr Greco said, "The EU is
widely seen as a model of
regional integration. lt has the
flexibility to adapt to situations
by adjusting policies as

needed."

He also stressed on EU's cur-

rent economic difficulties, the
different schools of thought
within the union, and proposed

solutions to the issues. "l would
personally advocate the need to
ease budgetary pressure on

troubled countries."

The aim of Sharaka's out-
reach exercise is to have a dia-

logue with Gulf policy-makers,

academics and civil society ac-

tors about the potential of the
European iniegration process as

a model for deeper forms of co-

operation in other regions ofthe
world.

The lecture programme was

delivered by eminent scholars

and analysts from the European

partner institutes in GCC states.

It was aimed at enhancing

knowledge and understanding
of EU, and its institutions and
policies.


